benefit

The BenefitU Resource Starter Kit

Getting to know your disability related benefits and related community resources can be a heavy
lift, especially if you’re in a pinch or going through changes. The sites and resources below are
tools that we feel may be helpful as you're building your knowledge around your benefits,
especially if work and earnings are a part of the picture.

BenefitU.org: The BenefitU website provides information and resources related to Social Security
benefits for the disability community, including options for individualized benefits planning.

SSA.gov: Social Security’s website providing access to information and updates related to all
Social Security benefits.

SSI Wage Reporting: Walks through process for reporting wages to Social Security. Reporting
wages is required for SSI recipients, though we suggest reporting all wages regardless of benefit
to ensure SSA’s accuracy of information. This site also offers option for reminder texts or emails
related to reporting deadlines.

MySSA Account: Online account that provides personalized information related to benefit eligibility
status, wage reporting, apply for benefits, and more

Washington ABLE Accounts: Savings strategy that allows people to accumulate resources beyond
standard $2,000 benefit limit and maintain eligibility for benefits.

DD Endowment Trust Fund: Additional savings strategy that allows individuals eligible for services
with DDA to accumulate resources beyond the standard $2,000 benefit limit and maintain eligibility
for benefits.

Washington Connection: Washington State resource that allows families and individuals to access
information and apply for food, cash, and other benefits and/or services.

Although these resources will help you navigate many of your questions and needs, we know that
some situations are better supported through benefits planning. If you or someone you know needs
benefit planning services and they are aged 14 years or older, and enrolled for services through the
Washington State Developmental Disabilities Administration, please schedule an intake with us at:

https://benefitu.org/intake-and-scheduling/
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